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Press Release 
02/11/09         

 
 

Lumiere 
Full programme 
announced for 
spectacular festival  
of light in Durham  
this winter  
12th – 15th November 2009 

  
 

 
 

 
Burns Illuminated by Ross Ashton, Glasgow  

  
 

Durham Cathedral transformed into a stunning canvas  for the Lindisfarne 
Gospels; the banks, bridges and weirs along a 1km stretch of  the River Wear 
illuminated; huge light sculptures based on drawing s made by prisoners; and 
torch-lit, fire-eating processions through the medi aeval streets of the city… 
 
Producers of extraordinary live events Artichoke  announce the full line-up of performances and inst allations to take 
place during Lumiere , produced in partnership with Sky Arts . In the tradition of the greatest European festiva ls of 
light, in a scale never seen before, Durham will be set ablaze. The festival boasts no less than seven new 
commissions, and more than 50 leading British and i nternational artists and performers.  

In a brand new commission for Lumiere, projection artist Ross Ashton has collaborated with composer and 
arranger Robert Ziegler  and Imagination  sound designer John del’Nero , to create a breathtaking twelve-minute 
son et lumiere. Drawing on the powerful history of Christianity i n the North East of England, Ashton will project th e 
elaborately illustrated pages of the Lindisfarne Gospels , on loan from The British Library , across the entire 100m 
span of Durham Cathedral, interspersed with visual features from the Cathedral interior. Set to a soun d-scape 
created by Ziegler and del’ Nero, these vast images  will present an extraordinary spectacle over four consecutive 
nights. 

Ron Haselden has worked with offenders at Durham prison to produ ce the thought-provoking Nine Men Drawing 
for his commission for Lumiere; nine huge recreations of the prisoners’ sketches depicting their feelings about their 
incarceration, placed next to the Cathedral for all  to see. United Visual Artists will recreate the mesmerizing Chorus, 
a series of eight huge swinging pendulums of light,  suspended high in the Cathedral nave. The hypnotic  swaying 
movement controls and transforms the relationship b etween sound and sight, the experience changing in response 
to the viewer’s movement around the space below.  

The UK’s leading lighting design company, Speirs and Major Associates will celebrate the people of Durham with A 
Place for the People in the city’s Marketplace, where 100 local residents will have their portraits  projected onto the 
ancient buildings of Durham’s town hall and St Nich olas’ church. Visitors will be treated to a spectac ular performance 
from French theatrical magicians Quidams, who recreate Herbert’s Dream in which mysterious, white, stilted figures 
invite viewers to follow, step by step, as they tra nsform into huge 4-metre high figures, leading the audience on a 
nocturnal procession through the darkened streets ( Friday 13th only). La Salamandre  will explore every nook and 
cranny of Durham’s medieval streets in a beautiful parade of fire and flame effects bringing mystery a nd delight to a 
dark winter evening (Saturday 14th only). 
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Sky Arts have commissioned Philips to create Lumalive  shirts for stewards on the ground, who will become  
artworks in their own right. Incorporating cutting- edge Lumalive technology, the shirts are embedded w ith light, 
animating images and glowing on the bodies of the w earer. The channel will also create a series of short films 
following ten of the Lumiere artists, exploring the inspiration behind their in stallations and the technical challenges 
involved, as well as a 30-minute documentary of the  whole event to air in December.  
 
Lumiere is part of the 2009 Sky Arts Artichoke Season and forms part of North East England’s world-class 
programme of festivals and events, developed by culture 10. Supported by Durham County Council, Lumiere is also 
a measure of Durham’s scale of commitment to develo ping the city’s cultural offering for its communiti es and 
visitors, underlined by the recent announcement of its intention to bid to be the first UK City of Culture in 2013 . 
 
Lumiere will air on Sky Arts 2 HD and Sky Arts 2 on Sunday 13th December, 9.30am. 
 

Lumiere full programme line up:  

 

 
 

A page from the Lindisfarne Gospels 
which will be projected in light on to 

Durham cathedral  
 
 

 
Ross Ashton/Robert Ziegler/John Del’Nero, Crown of Light 
New Commission  
 
Durham Cathedral has been a place of pilgrimage for a thousand years, its 
extraordinary architecture and stunning stained gla ss providing a place of 
contemplation and solace for thousands of visitors every year.  Now the building 
provides the canvas for an ambitious installation w hich uses the latest technology 
to transform one of England’s most beautiful Norman  buildings into a spectacular 
illumination, 100m wide.   
 
Projection artist Ross Ashton has worked all over t he world, and has been chosen 
to illuminate buildings from Buckingham Palace to S underland Acquatic Centre.  
Now he is working with composer and arranger Robert  Ziegler and sound 
designer John del’Nero to create a son et lumiere that will take the viewer’s breath 
away.  Using images drawn from the powerful history  of Christianity in the North 
East, the visual material has been drawn from inside the Cathedral itself and from 
one of the most richly decorated, and important boo ks of all time, the Lindisfarne 
Gospels, created in the 7 th Century on Holy Island off the Northumbian Coast, and 
now housed in the British Library. 
 
Special thanks to the British Library for the use o f images of the Lindisfarne 
Gospels 
 

 

 
A sketch from one of the prisoners  

 
Ron Haselden  Nine Men Drawing   
New Commission 
 
Nine Men Drawing is a work by Ron Haselden, an artist of internation al reputation, 
who is already known in the North East for his perm anent work in Sunderland, 
Middlesbrough and Newcastle.  For this temporary in stallation, he has 
collaborated with a group of people who are usually  invisible to the wider 
community; offenders incarcerated in HM Prison, Dur ham.  Members of the prison 
art class were invited to make a drawing  which Haselden has faithfully recreated in 
low-voltage LED light.  The finished pieces, some t en feet tall, will be installed in 
the College behind Durham Cathedral, highlighting t he links between both 
institutions and providing an opportunity for us al l to reflect on the nature of 
community and the nature of art.  Haselden’s previo us work Brothers and Sisters, 
commissioned for Canary Wharf saw him work with a c lass of 8 year-old children 
who drew portraits of their classmates which were r endered in light.   Special 
thanks to Robert Soden, artist and teacher at HMP D urham. 
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Bright Nights FIELD 
 

 
FIELD, Photon  
New Commission  
 
Photon is a playful, magical installation for children of all ages. A series of large 
images are projected onto the ground, containing th ousands of glowing colourful 
elements that float and twirl around, inviting the visitor to play, dance, jump and 
interact with the shapes in a never-ending game.  
 
Photon is the brainchild of the London-based graphi c studio FIELD, whose clients 
ranging from Nokia to the Science Museum.  Their hugely popular installation 
Bright Nights was created for Union Square Park in New York in 2006.   
 

 
 

A portrait from the Speirs and Major 
Associates commission  

 

 
Speirs and Major Associates, A Place for the People 
New Commission  
 
Britain’s leading lighting architects Speirs and Ma jor Associates are creating a 
living portrait of the city in its very centre.   D urham-based photographer Steven 
Landles has taken photographs of over 100 local peo ple of every age and from 
every walk of life.  These will be projected onto t he buildings of the Market Place, 
accompanied by an audio soundtrack of the city’s li fe created by Newcastle 
based sound engineer John Howes. Specially commissi oned to mark Durham’s 
City of Culture bid, this piece will explore the ch aracters that give the city its 
unique identity, and create a portrait of a vibrant , living place.   
 
Speirs and Major Associates work with some of the w orld’s leading architects to 
create lighting designs which complement each build ing perfectly.  They’ve 
designed lighting for buildings as diverse as St Pa ul’s Cathedral to Heathrow 
Terminal 5, but they also love to create art projec ts in the cities that inspire them. 
 

 
Artist’s rendering of Motion Field 

 

 
Filament, Motion Field 
New Commission  
 
Motion Field is a lighting installation for people of all ages designed by Newcastle-
based collective Filament.   As people move through the installation 2m high 
moving tubes of light, arranged like rows of tall p lants in a field, triggering changes 
of colour and pattern. As people move through it, a  glimpse of movement is left 
behind - trails of a journey, like a camera on a low exposure.  
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Chorus United Visual Artists  
 

 
United Visual Artists Chorus  
 
Imagine the Cathedral at night, only moonlight pene trating the inky darkness.  
Eight huge pendulums are suspended in the vaulted ceiling. Arcs of light hypnotise 
the viewer as the rhythm of the pendulums shift bet ween harmony and phasing.  
The swinging movement controls and transforms the r elationship between sound 
and sight, the experience chang ing as the viewer moves around the space below.  
 
Chorus is a breathtakingly atmospheric piece, the w ork of one of the most 
innovative and interesting lighting companies aroun d, the 14-person collective 
United Visual Artists.  UVA has won contracts all over the world, and recently beat 
of commercial rivals to win the contract for the Ol ympic basketball stadium for 
London 2012.  This project was created in collabora tion with the composer Mira 
Calix and commissioned by Opera North for the openi ng of the Howard Assembly 
Room in February 2009.  
 
 

 

 
Simon Corder, Glasgow Festival of Light 

 

 
Simon Corder, Winter Garden 
New Commission 
 
Lighting designer Simon Corder has worked all over the world, creating 
breathtaking installations for locations ranging fr om nocturnal lighting at the 
Singapore Zoo to a temporary installation at Alnwic k Garden in 2006, as well as 
designs for opera and theatre.  For Lumiere, he is creating a new commission for 
the grade 1 listed Elvet Bridge.  Winter Garden is an exotic garden of light, 
reaching from the rain shadow under the arches to h ang high above from a 
towering mature tree. Vivid colours like strange tr opical blooms drip from the trees, 
lifting the spirits in the dark winter months when few flowers are to be seen.  
 

 

 
Creatmosphere  

 

 
Creatmosphere Flux  
New Commission  
 
The riverbanks, weirs and bridges along the River Wear provide the backdrop for 
an ambitious installation by London-based lighting studio Creatmosphere and its 
founder Laurent Louyer.  Begin your walk from Pennyferry Bridge, and a familiar 
stretch of river will be transformed into a magical  landscape before your very eyes.  
And who knows, there may be a surprise on the way…  
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Dune by Daan Roosegaarde  

 
Daan Roosegaarde Dune 
 
To be installed in the atmospheric location of the Cloisters of Durham Cathedral, 
alongside the building’s colony of Pipistrelle bats . At once eerie and exhilarating 
the densely-planted rows of illuminated “flowers” t hat make up the piece will sit 
silently on the floor of this ancient building unti l visitors walk by when it will come 
alive with light and sound triggered by movement. Dune is an astonishing hybrid 
of nature and technology; a sustainable artwork usi ng no more power than a 
single 60watt light bulb.  
 

 

 
Echelle at Salisbury Festival  

 

 
Ron Haselden, Echelle (Ladder) 
 
Peep through the gate to a quiet yard to see Ron Ha selden’s Echelle - a ladder 
that provides a dreamlike escape route from the gro und, disappearing into the 
vegetation above, almost like a stairway to heaven… 
 

 

 
Power Plant 

 

 
Mark Anderson/Anne Bean/Jony Easterby/Kirsten Reyno lds/Ulf Pedersen 
Power Plant 
 
Deep in the garden, as dusk falls, old gramophones spin glittering sounds while 
insects cast vast moving shadows…  Ethereal dresses  whisper and the 
glasshouses glow and crackle…Take a journey through a magical world as the 
Botanic Garden is transformed into a fascinating no cturnal trail of sound and light, 
a perfect blend of old and new technology.   
 
The hit of this year’s Edinburgh Festival, Power Plant was created by some of the 
country’s most innovative visual and sonic artists including Mark Anderson, Anne 
Bean, Jony Easterby, Kirsten Reynolds and Ulf Pedersen.  
 
“A huge success…Power Plant’s ingeniously playful a rray of electronic stunts, 
kinetic sculptures and musical sound effects sprung  a series of delightful 
surprises.”   The Sunday Times, August 2009 

 

 
Starry Nights, Air Vag 

 
Air Vag, Starry Nights (Nuits Etoilées)  
 
French company Air Vag’s Starry Nights (Nuits Etoilées) will be installed on 
rooftops across the city, adding to Durham’s famili ar dramatic landscape.  A huge 
series of illuminated stars and moons will appear a mid the wintry darkness, 
drawing the eye upwards and creating iconic images central to the Lumiere event. 
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Lightworks by Roger Fowler 

 

 
Bureau of Silly Ideas, Work in Progress  
 
Roger Hartley’s Bureau of Silly Ideas specialises in the quirky, the eccentric and 
the downright daft, from wheelie-bins that chase pa ssers-by to a talking, walking, 
singing portaloo.  Their installation for Durham, f irst seen in Brixton in 2008, will 
transform a dark and quiet corner of the city, and bring a smile to the face of 
everyone who sees it… 
 

 

 
Dress, Tae Gon Kim 

 

 
Tae Gon Kim,  Dress  
 
Paris-based Korean artist Tae Gon Kim’s shimmering,  ethereal dress is made of 
fibre optic cables.  Its mysterious, ghostly shape can be glimpsed by eagle-eyed 
passers-by in an unused shop, on the route along Sa ddler Street.   
 

 

 
Wait here I’ve gone to get help,  

Tim Etchells 

 
Tim Etchells, Let’s Pretend None of this Ever Happened , Wait Here I Have 
Gone to Get Help , Please Come Back  
 
Tim Etchells is one of Britain’s most celebrated wr iter/directors.  Based in Sheffield 
he has written, directed, and occasionally performe d in dozens of widely 
acclaimed performance pieces for theatre company Fo rced Entertainment which 
he founded in 1984.   He has also published several books, and created several 
temporary text-based art installations. For Lumiere three of his neon signs have 
been chosen, which use seemingly inconsequential ph rases, but somehow catch 
the viewer off-guard with their immediate intimacy.  
 

 
 

 
Bottle Festoon at Metal  

original concept by Thadian Pillai 

 

 
Bottle Festoon 
 
A chance for children and families to create their own piece of an installation that 
will grace one of Durham’s public spaces during Lumiere. Anyone wishing to take 
part should bring a clean white or green plastic bo ttle to one of Artichoke’s drop- in 
workshops. School groups by special arrangement.   
 
Workshops at Clayport Library Tues 10 th – Saturday 14th November, 3 – 5.30pm  
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Let Her Shine Mia Kosminsky 

 

 
Mia Kosminsky,  Let Her Shine  
 
Let Her Shine is a piece developed as part of an art course and shows just what’s 
possible with some ordinary low-voltage lighting ef fects and a great deal of 
imagination.   
 
Young artist Mia Kosminsky’s piece adorns the front  window of fashion boutique 
Van Mildert on Elvet Bridge and brings a whole new meaning to the world of 
fashion highlights. 
 

 

 
Yves Petit Passage La Salamndre 

 

 
La Salamandre, Passage 
Performance Saturday 14 th November only 
 
French theatrical magicians La Salamandre will explore every nook and cranny of 
Durham’s medieval streets, leading the audience on a night-time journey.  
Mysterious and evocative, this beautiful parade use s fire and flame effects to 
create an unforgettable show to bring delight to a dark winter evening.  
 

 
Herbert’s Dream Quidams  

 
Compagnie des Quidams, Herbert’s Dream 
Performance Friday 13 th November only  
 
French company Quidams’ magical show Herbert’s Dream has delighted 
audiences all over the world with more than 400 per formances to date.  
Mysterious, white, stilted figures appear to wait a nd beckon, inviting us to follow 
them. Step by step, they are transformed into huge 4m high figures, leading the 
audience on a nocturnal procession through the dark ened streets.   Twisted and 
majestic at the same time, bewitching and ethereal,  they seem to come from 
another planet…   
 

 
 
 

 
Festival Surprises  
Around town and beyond  
 
One of the North East’s leading lighting design com panies, Hi-Lights, has created 
a series of installations for some of Durham’s arch itectural gems, in town (and 
even just outside it!). 
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Editor’s Notes 
 

Artichoke  

Artichoke is a registered charity, funded by Arts C ouncil England. 
Artichoke works with the best creative minds to pro duce extraordinary 
shows that live in the memory forever, and believes that the arts should 
take place not only behind the closed doors of thea tres and art galleries, 
but also in public places. 
  
In May 2006, Artichoke presented the biggest piece of free theatre ever 
seen in the UK, Royal de Luxe’s The Sultan’s Elephant. The story of the 
little girl giant and the 30 foot tall elephant won  the hearts of the nation 
and the press claimed a million people filled the s treets of London to 
watch. In 2008 the company joined London and New Yo rk by means of 
Paul St George’s Telectroscope, and people gathered day and night on 
both sides of the Atlantic to reunite lost family m embers or simply to 
catch a glimpse of life across the pond. Also in 20 08 the company 
mounted the flagship event for Liverpool’s Capital of Culture 
celebrations, with La Machine’s 50-foot high mechanical spider and her 
adventures in the city. And in 2009 the company has  produced Antony 
Gormley’s 100-day long invasion of the Fourth Plint h in Trafalgar Square 
in London, One & Other.    
 

 Sky Arts: On Screen, Online, On 
stage, and On the Streets  

Lumiere is produced as part of a major two-year sponsorshi p with 
Artichoke, the ground-breaking company that brings art to the streets of 
towns and cities across the UK. Sky Arts is one of the largest corporate 
sponsors of the arts in the UK. 
 
With four arts channels in over 9 million customer homes across the UK 
and Ireland, Sky Arts has doubled output to 36 hour s every day of the 
week on Sky Arts 1 and Sky Arts 2, with Sky Arts 1 HD and Sky Arts 2 
HD offering the best programmes in glorious high de finition 
 
Sky supports the arts and make them accessible off as well as on 
screen, to the broadest possible audience. Recent p rogramme 
highlights include The Book Show - the UK’s only te levision programme 
dedicated to books, hosted by Mariella Frostrup; So ngbook, a series on 
some of the greatest songwriters of the day; and Sk y Arts Theatre Live! 
which saw Sky Arts return live theatre to televisio n for the first time in 
twenty years. 
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Sky Arts has generously committed to working with A rtichoke for the 
next two years. Their support will enable Artichoke  to develop new 
opportunities fo r artists to create work across the country and new  ways 
to delight, surprise and challenge audiences everywhere. 

 

 

About Durham Festivals and Events  

 
 
In 2008, Durham hosted the award-winning Enlightenmen t, its first- ever 
international light based arts festival featuring o utdoor arts installations 
by Asian and British artists and inspired by the co unty’s religious and 
industrial heritage.  
 
30,000 visitors saw Durham’s bridges, river, landma rks and shop fronts 
transformed into a stunning exhibition of light bas ed art. 
 
BRASS: Durham International Festival  is one of the world’s fastest 
growing festivals celebrating global brass music. 
 
Over the past three years, Durham has welcomed musicians from five 
continents and more than 20 countries and annual au diences in excess 
of 80,000 for two weeks of free street performances  and big band 
concerts in July. 
At the same time, work is underway to revive the lo st tradition of Mystery 
plays in Durham. These biblical stories are being reinterpreted through 
contemporary media by local Durham artists under th e direction of the 
city’s Gala Theatre. 
 
Durham’s Book Festival  attracts leading literary figures each year to 
celebrate the power of the written word.  
In 2008, the festival was headlined by best-selling  authors, Kate 
Atkinson (Whitbread prize-winner – Behind the Scenes at the Museum)  
and Bernard Cornwell (Sharpe series), TV comedian, author and activist 
Mark Thomas, and veteran BBC War correspondent Kate  Adie. 

 Partners 
 

Lumiere is produced by Artichoke in partnership wit h Sky Arts and with 
the support of Arts Council England. It is part of the 2009 Sky Arts 
Artichoke season and forms part of North East Engla nd’s world-class 
programme of festivals and events developed by cult ure10. The event is 
generously supported by Durham County Council and c ulture10, and a 
range of other sponsors and supporters including th e European Union, 
Lumalive, JCB, Durham University and Durham Cathedral. Artichoke 
was invited to produce a large-scale event in Durha m at the suggestion 
of Newcastle-based producer DGB Events.  
 

 

About the City of Culture 2013 Bid 

Durham’s culture bid is led by Durham County Counci l, in partnership 
with County Durham Partnership, Visit County Durham and Durham City 
Vision. The bid will centre around the following st rands: 
 
‘Cultural City - Cultural County’: a series of acti vities reconnecting the 
communities of the county with its capital city and  vice-versa, re-
energising the City as the economic, social and cre ative heart of the 
county. ‘Creative Durham’: a series of activities d esigned to enhance the 
county’s cultural life, encouraging community parti cipation in cultural 
activities and promote Durham as an area where creative people can live 
and work. ‘Festival Durham’: an ambitious programme  of events and 
festivals which will take Durham into the next deca de, cementing its 
position as a true cultural destination. 
 
The new UK City of Culture competition was proposed  to enable towns 
and cities to access the type of culture-led benefi ts that Liverpool 
achieved as European Capital of Culture in 2008. Evidence of the impact 
to Liverpool in 2008 can be accessed at "http://www .impact08.net" 
www.impact08.net . Durham will be the first predomi nantly rural area to 
bid to take advantage of the benefits culture-led r egeneration brings. 
Funding for the proposed bid comes from Performance  Award Grant, 
money awarded to local authorities who perform well . 
 

 About culture 10 

Lumiere forms part of North East England’s world-class pro gramme of 
festivals and events in 2009, managed by culture 10. culture10 is an annual 
curated programme of exceptional cultural events an d festivals across 
NewcastleGateshead and North East England. Established in 2004, it is 
managed by the culture10 team, funded by Newcastle City Council, 
Gateshead Council, One North East, Northern Rock Foundation and 
Arts Council England, North East, working in partne rship with 
NewcastleGateshead Initiative. For further details see 
www.NewcastleGateshead.com   
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Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Intervi ews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850 
Ellen Harrison: ellen@ideageneration.co.uk 
Emily Airton: emily@ideageneration.co.uk 
 

Ends 
 

Websites 

  

 

  

www.ideageneration.co.uk  
For: 
·  Online Press Office 
·  Client list 
·  Company contact detail 
 

www.artichoke.org.uk  
For: 
·  Information on Artichoke 
 

www.lumieredurham.co.uk  
For: 
·  Information on Lumiere 
 

www.durhamcityofculture.co.uk  
For: 
·  Information on the bid 
 


